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2 SAMUEL iii. 38. 


2 0 not that there 1—4 GREAT MAN. 
Wy nn this day in Ifrael: * 


D upon the death of Abner, Though this 
great General had favored the houſe of Saul in 


oppoſition to the houſe of David, yet David had 
too great a ſoul to rejoice at his death; on the 


contrary he wept over him. Having, but juſt 


before, had a friendly interview with him, and 


aue H was the language of the King of Iiracl, 5 


diſmiſſed him in peace; when he heard of his 


ſad unexpected end, he way deeply affected. 


And he ſaid to Joab, ee v. 31, and to all the people 


that were with him, rend your Clothes, and gird you 
With ſackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And King 


David himſelf followed the bier. And they buried 
Amer 4 in Hebron; and the King lift up his voice and 
| / 
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| wept of the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. 
And the King lamented over Abnar; and aid, Died 


Abner as a fool dieth ? Thy hands were not bound, 


nor thy feet put inlo fetters, and ſo on. And all 


the people wept again over him. The King, as a 
further expreſſion of his grief, refuſed to take 
any food till the evening. And the King faid lo 


has ſervanls, in the words firſt read, Know ye not 
that there is a Prince and a GREAT MAN, fallen this 


day m Iſrael ? And, as though he had ſaid, Shall 


ſuch a man fall unnoticed, or his death be un- 


lamented ? No; I will faft, upon the ſad occa- 

ſion, I will weep over, I will bewail him.—— 
And did David and all the people of Iſrael \ weep 
over a deceaſed Abner ? And ſhall not we la- 
ment the death of that truly great and good 


man, whoſe remains we fo lately ſaw, amidlt 
weeping multitudes, committed to the filent 


tomb? Should any wonder at the general grief 


upon this melancholy occaſion ; ſhould a 


ſtranger to our deceaſed friend aſk, whence 
ſuch an univerſal concern, ſuch a harmony of : 


ſighs, ſuch a confluence of tears May we 


not juſtly reply in the language of our text con- 
cerning Abner—Know ye not that there i is GREAT 


MAN fallen this day in Iſrael ? 3 | 
There is nothing concerning which men are 


apt to form a falſer eſtimate, than rea/ greatneſs, : 


How many are there that miſtake the ſhadow 
for 


L 3 


' for the ſubſtance, the ſemblance for the reali- 


ty ? Let ever ſo vile a wretch be exalted to the 


dignity of an Eaſtern Emperor, gorgeoully ar- 
rayed, drawn in ſtate on a ſplendid carr, ſur- 
rounded with numerous glittering attendants; _ 
and the gaping multitude, who judge only by 


che outward appearance, at once pronounce 


him a great man. They admire, they flatter 
him, they tremble before him as more than 
man, almoſt a God. But ſtrip the idol of his 

pageantry and pomp, view him upadorned, and 


What will he appear to be? Perhaps a haughty 


Tyrant—a cruel hard-hearted oppreſſor-and 
poſſibly, a filthy Debauchee, a ſelf-conceited | 
| Infidel, that neither fears God nor regards 
man, but inſolently tramples under foot all 
| laws human and divine, and lives to be a 
| ſcourge, a blaſt, a bane to all mankind, and 
not a bleſſing. And is ſuch a man, in the pro- 


per ſenſe of the words, a great man ? No; he 
is a vile, deſpicable man. The holy God, 


holy angels, and all upright good men, look 
dovn upon the mean, paltry wretch, amidſt all 
the fiery blaze of his external ſplendor, with 
indignation, pity and contempt. What a hap- 
pineſs, my brethren, that it is not our lot to be 
the crouching vaſſals of ſuch an  haughty Deſpot, 


but that we are the free ſubjects of a glorious 
well-pois'd conſtitution, in which-—both ** Jaws 


and liberty combine, To make the people bleft ”” As 


the 
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the nluftriots Guardian of this conftitution, 0 
i King, hve for ever! 
l But, not only do we miftake i inthe judgment 
| ve form of real greatneſs when we view it at a 
9 diſtance, in the perſons of thoſe who are exalted 
| to ſupreme dignity, and hold the reins of em- 
{ pire; but down through all the intermediate 
I» ranks of life, we are {till ready to judge accord- 
j ing to the outward appearance, and therefore 


are far from judging righteous judgment. 
1s a man appointed to a great office, whether 
* Church or State; inveſted with the ſolemn 
badges of authority and power; are we not 
ready, however unfit he may be for the execu- 
tion of his office, however unworthy the emi- 
nence to which he is exalted, to pronounce him 
a great man, and to give him credit for virtues 
ke never poffeſs'd ? But how difficult do we find 
it to perſuade ourſelves that a poor man, may be 
as great or greater than a rich man ? A private 
member of ſociety, as great, or perhaps inf- 
nitely greater, than one that is adorned with a 
ſplendid public charafter ? The laborious Cu- 
rate, greater perhaps than his exalted Dioceſan? 
Yea, the honeſt, induſtrious, pious day-laborer, 
greater than the richeſt, proudeſt man in the 
univerſe, that is diſhoneſt, Oe, 5 and 
wicked? 
I mean not by RY 1 have aid, to level or 
throw 


1 9.4 


chrow down any of thofe ditkinctiohs whick j pro- 


vidence has wiſely otdiine® amoriglt tem. It 


is out duty, and 1. might fay it. is Gur intereft 


too, to render honor to who Honor is due. 


Without ſubordination in ſoeiety, the advart: 


tages and pleaſures of ſociety” would, in a great 


meaſure; be loſt. The fan that is exalttt} to a 


high ſtation in life, and adorns that ſtation, 
diſeharges the duties of it in an eXetfiplaty man- | 


ner, is a truly great man indeed, ant is worthy 
ef double honor; His outward greatne fz is but 
the ſhadow of that true mward Fehr we 
mind he poſſeſſes. — 5 Vall 


But ſhall we pay that veſpoAt te We rere 


thadow, and where there is h6thing elſe hüt the 


ſhadow, which is due only t6 the ſuhſtauee? 


It were an inſult upon common ſeriſe io expett 


it, All the homage we pay to falſe; pretetided 


greatneſs, which has nothing real in it, but is 
altogether - imaginary; is à difhonor. to. real 


greatneſs, and a wicked attempt to level and 


_ deſtroy that moſt important of all diſtinctions, 
the diſtinction betwixt virtue and viee, real 

goodneſs and proud impudent hypocriſy, 

1 0 Equally unjuft would it be to withold our 
praiſe from & great and worthy charatter, be- 

Cauſe not emblazoned with the deluſive color- 


ing of high tation and external pomp and ſplen- 


dor. Piety, virtue; true greatneſs, —ſhall it be 


1 diſregarded, 


E 


5 diſregarded, ſhall it tie unlamented, be 
found in one of the bumbler paths of life? 
Whilſt we juſtly admire the virtues of the mitred 
prelate, ſhall we diſregard thoſe of the undigni- 
| fied, unbeneficed private clergyman ? What 
would this be, but to prefer the ſhadow to the 
ſubſtance, the clothing to the man? No; the 
language of God's word is, The memory of the 
Juſt— the memory of the truly good, the truly 
great; whether found in the royal palace or the 
cobweb' d cottage, or in whatever rank or ſtati- 
on z—1is bleſſed : whilſt: the memory of the 
wicked, however they may now be ſurrounded 
with flatterers, and dazzled with the glare of 
external ſplendor, like Herod juſt before be was 
eaten up of worms, — ſhall rot. 
Let me then beg your attention, whillt J en- 
deavor, in as few words as of omen 
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175 To ſet beine you the e of a + 
great man, independent of all thoſe adven- 
titious circumſtances of ſtation and exter- 

„nal ſplendor, which may or may not 
: nn page it. And then, 


"I 


II. I ſhall endeavor to improve the ſubje&, 
by mentioning to you thoſe leſſons which 
the fall of ſuch a man is adapted to teach 

us Anon ge noi that a great man is 
| Nan 


— . ———i¹öT¹de . 
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fallen this day in Tfrael ? And, as i though it 


| had been ſaid, ſhould not ſuch an event 


deeply affect, and be moſt Terioully 
DN of by you? . 


I. I am to ſet before you the character of a 


truly great man———Now a truly great man 


appears to me to be one that is great in the 


endouments of nature great, in the poſſeſſion of 


thoſe diſtinguiſhing talents which qualify men for 


eminence in their reſpective profeſſions—and 
above all, great in grace—or a holy diſpoſition 
of mind to devote all his endowments, all his 


| Powers, all he is and all he has, to the honor 


and glory of God the great giver of all, and by 


' whoſe grace he is what he is. ; 
1. A truly great man is one that 1 is great in 
the endowments of nature. 


The God of nature, in bis infinite wiſdom, 
diſpenſes the various gifts and endowments of 


nature, in different meaſures as he pleaſeth; 
giving in this as well as other reſpetts, as may 


beſt ſerve to promote the great ends of his uni- 
verſal providence, to ſome one, to others two, 
to others five, and to others ten talents. Now ¾ ᷣ 


in proportion to the meaſure in which theſe 


endowments are diſpenſed, a man may be deno- 


minated a great man. The man that has a 


veak, tender conſtitution, but an enlarged natu- 


L 


ral capacity, a comprehenſiye EY all will 
allow is much greater than the man who is weak 
both in body and mind, or than one who though 
ſtrong and robuſt in body, has a narrow grove- 
ling foul. But has God given to another man, 
mens ſ:na in corpore fano, a ſound mind in a 
ſound and healthful body; a good natural ca- 
pacity, a penetrating ſoul, quickneſs of thought, 
vivacity of ſpirit,. vigor and alacrity in the dil- 
charge of every ſexvice to which he may be 
called This man is moſt certainly more ex. 
cellent than either, and in a ſtill bigher ſenſe 
may he truly ſliled a great. man. Eſpecially if 
0 theſe Eo ls lee hk aden 
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Some men are more NE . 0 
one ſtation in life, others to another. Some 
have gifts and talents of one kind, and which 
are ſyited to one particular profeſſion, others 
haye different talents which are better ſuited to 
another proſeſſion. Where there is an equality 
in natural capacity, there is a ſurprizing differ- 
ence in the peculiar turn and bias of the mind. 
Hence it is that ſome have been great ſlateſmen, 
and have attained to eminence by their {kill in 
the affairs of the cabinet ; others have roſe to 
fame be their noble exploits | in the held; ſome 


have 


13 4 
have been great . others great hiſto- 


Tlans, others great poets, others divines. There 
have been truly great men in all the different 


ranks of life, from the ſcepter'd monarch down 


5 to the humble ſlave. Each man that attains to 


true greatneſs, be his ſtation or profeſſion whax 


it will, has his proper gift of God: and thoſe to 


whom ſuch diſtinguiſhing gifts are diſtributed, 
as qualify men for eminence in their reſpettive 


profeſſions, are truly great. Thus Mqſes was a 


great Laugiuer, Joſhug and Abner of whom the 


words of our text are ſpoken, were great 
Generals, Paul a great Preacher and Apoſtle, 
And wherever a man is found that poſſeſſes 


thoſe talents which enable him to rife io emi- 


nence in his profeſſion, whatever that be, and 


whether he be young or old, rich or poor, high 
or low, that man is a great man. 


The acquirements of learning and the And; | 


tages of a good education, do undoubtedly 
contribute. much to the attainment of trye 
greatneſs ; and theſe providential gifts are va- 


Tiouſly diſtributed. But after all, as no man 
can be eminent in any profeſſion without a 


good natural capacity, and an aptitude of mind 


to the profeſſion he follows; ſo where theſe con- ; 
ipire, he will become great and eminent, whe- 


ther he enjoy the adyantages of education in 


any conſiderable getzree, o or not. True genius 


* 
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is the grand = to true greatneſs. 


But to complete the charafter of a m great 
man, we muſt add, 


3. The gifts of grace, or a holy diſpoſition 
of mind to devote all our endowments, and all 
our powers, to the honor and glory of God 
that gave them, and by whoſe grace 1 It is we all 


are what we are. 
It is this more than any wing elle, that con- 


ſtitutes true greatneſs. Would you call that 


man a great man who, whatever talents he poſ- 


ſeſſed, laid them up in a napkin and made no 
uſe of them? Or the man who diſcovered 


amazing ingenuity in the art of catching flies ? 


Or would you call any of thoſe great, who are, 


as the {cripture expreſſes it, wiſe only to ao evil, 
but to do good have no underſtanding ? Cer- 
tainly you would not. If the end we propoſe 


to ourſelves in what we do, be litile, mean and 
contemptible, we can never be entitled to the 
characger of great, in the proſecution of it. 
That Prince alone is truly great, who reigns in 
_ righteouſneſs, reigns, not to gratify his own 


ambition, but as a miniſter of God for good. 


That philoſopher alone is truly great, who, like 


the great Mr. Boyle, direQts all his diſcoveries to 


the glory of God, and the good of mankind. 


Such was the veneration of this truly great man 
for the ſupreme Being, ſuch the habitual im- 


preſſion =» 


+ 


E * 4 
N preſſion on his mind of his greatneſs and glory, | 
tdhat he never mentioned his awful name without 
a religious pauſe, That hiſtorian is truly great, 
who aims to inſtruct, not to flatter and deceive, 
to ſerve, not to deſtroy the belt intereſts of 
mankind. That poet 1s truly great, who de- 
votes his powers and talents, not to the ſervice 
of vice and profaneneſs, but to the ſervice of 
virtue and religion. That divine, that miniſter | 
- of the goſpel is truly great, who undertakes the ö 
office not for filthy lucre's ſake, or from any |} 
ſuch low unworthy motive, but of a ready || 
mind: a mind earneſtly and chearfully diſpo- 
ſed to honor God and to do the moſt eſſential 
good to his fellow men. In ſhort, that man is 
the truly great man, and that man alone, Who, | 
whatever be his ſtation in life, whatever be his 8 8 | 
abilities and talents, is enabled through grace 
ſincerely and zealouſly to devote them all to 
God. In other words, the great man is the 
good man: the Chriſtian man, the converted 
man, one that is paſſed from death to life, | 
lives by faith on the Son of God, is conſtrained | | 
by love, and lives therefore, not to himſelf, but 
unto him that died for him and roſe again. He 
is ready with the apoſtle Paul to cry out, Lord, 3 
what wilt thou have me to do? And vith the 
prophet, Here I am, fend me - ſend me on I! 
what errand, employ me in what manner thou 
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pleaſeſt.— And when to a capacity tor great 
and extenſive uſefulnefs, and a genius or at- 
tinguiſhing talents, whether natural, acquired, 
or ſupernatural, for the profeſſion engaged ay” 
is added that grace which ſanctifies the whole, 
and inclines and enables a man moſt heartily 
and affectionately to devote all his powers to 
God, and the beſt intereſts of his fellow- Hn 
tkhen it is he is indeed entitled to the honorable 
character David in our text wy to RE; that 
of a truly great mad e 
And ſuch a man, it is FUR piece 1 00 


juſtice thus publicly to declare, was our ever 


Honored, fincerely beloved, but now alas! de- 
ceaſed friend and brother; the Rev. Jumes 
| Rouguet. Thouſands there are in this great and 
populous city who are ready, in accents of pe- 
culiar anguiſh, to ery out on the {ad occaſion 
of his death—Know ye not that there is a great 
man, an eminent, an amiable man; fallen this 
day in the midſt of us? e Lon: 
: He was the ſon“ of a F 3 8 5 
fugee, who for the ſake of his life, liberty, and 
religion, was conſtrained to leave. his native 
2 country, | 


© H Grandfather; a moſt venetable old Akt was 

condemned to the Gallies, on the account of his religioh, and 

_ endured the greateſt hardſhips for many years; but was at length 
delivered by che unexpected interpoſition of a ſtranger, accord- 

ing to a moll remarkable dream of that happy event, which che | 
eld gentleman had juft before, 5 


. 
country, and to abandon thoſe fair profpetts of 
wealth and comparative greatneſs to which he 
was born. But under all theſe diſadvantages, 
Providence opened a way for the education 
and future uſefulneſs of our honored friend. 


His ſprightly genius, and promiſing abilities, 


ſoon found admiſſion into one of the moſt cele- 


brated of our public ſchools in London, F in 
which, from nine to ſeventeen years of age, he 
was inſtructed in the various branches of claſſi- 


cal learning. Whilſt in this ſituation, and en- 


gaged in the cloſe purſuit of his youthfal ſtudies, 


he was led providentially to hear that eminent 


ſervant of God, the Rev. Mr. Whitefield, and 


other miniſters. Nor did he hear in vin. The 


Lord called him effectually by his grace, and 
in this his early youth, revealed his Son in him 
the hope of glory. His convidtions were laſt- 


ing, and remarkably deep and pungent; ſo that 
for a conſiderable time together his only cry 


by night and by day was, with a diſtreſs bor- 


dering on diſtrattion, What muſt I do to be ſaved? 


At length, the terrors of the law were ſubdued. 


by the grace of the goſpel, and he had that 
peace in believing, which paſſeth all underſtand- 


ing. At eighteen years of age, if I miſtake not, 


he entered at St. John's College, Oxford, and 


continued there three years, during which'time, 


his piety and holy zeal were no leſs conſpicu- 
C ous 


+ The Merchant-Taylors School. 
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ous than his ſteadineſs and diligence in attend- 


ing to the College exerciſes. Whilſt at the 
College, he received repeated and preſſing in- 
vitations to come and preſide over a large ſchool 


in this neighbourhood, which he accepted upon 
the pureſt motives, and in which fituation ke _ 


acquitted himſelf with ſingular ſucceſs. Having 


ſpent about three or four years in this employ- 
ment, during which time he preached frequent- 


ly, as opportunity offered, he now applied for 


orders in the Church, hoping he might hereby 


be rendered more extenſively uſeful. A title 
being procured for him in the dioceſe of Gloceſter, 
he was ordained Deacon by the late Dr. Johnſon, 


then Biſhop of G/ocefter, but afterwards tranſlat- 


ed to the ſee of Worceſter. His fidelity and zeal 


were however too great to admit of his long 
continuance in the Curacy to which he was ap- 


pointed, and he was therefore ſoon diſmiſſed | 

from it. But a happy neceſſity was laid upon 
him, and he could as ſoon have ceaſed to be, as 
ceaſed to be active in his Maſter's work, ceaſed 

to preach the everlaſting goſpel, which he had 


felt i in his own ſoul, was the power of God to 


_ Jalvatiom. Accordingly he not only preached 
from houſe to houſe, but to crouded auditories 


in the common priſon of this city, and it pleaſ- 
ed God remarkably to bleſs his labors to many. 
At length he was preſented to the vicarage of 


19 ] 
Weſt-Harptree by the Lord Chancellor, and was 
thereupon ordained Prieſt by Dr. Edward Wills, 


the late worthy Biſhop of Bath and Wells, His 
Lordſhip, finding him to be a truly worthy man, 
notwithſtanding the cry of Enthuſiaſt ! Metho- 


diſt! which had been raiſed againſt him, receiv- 
ed him with paternal affection, and ſpoke of 
him to many, in terms of the higheſt reſpedt, 
to his dying day.“ Soon after his ſecond ordi- 
nation, he was appointed by the Corporation 
ol Briſtol, Lecturer of St. Nicholas, and by the 
Corporation of St. Peter s- Hoſpital, Chaplain 
to the ſaid Hoſpital. The ſtrict attention he paid 


to the duty of his ſeveral offices, and his inceſ- 


Cant labors of love in private, particularly 


amongſt. the poor and diſtreſſed, to whom his 


benevolence was unbounded; are too well 
known to the whole city, to' need any further 
confirmation. So. attached was he to the poor 


priſoners, and the other diſtreſſed objects in 


this city, to whom the Lord rendered him em- 


inenily uſeful, that no conſideration could pre- 


Ce vail 
* Mr. Rougue 'being appointed by the Biſhop to preach | 


after his ordination, he delivered a moſt excellent ſermon 
from theſe words—Feed my ſheep. This ſermon being much 
exclaimed againſt by many who heard it, the good Biſhop ſent. 


to Mr. Rouquet for a copy of it, which was immediately ſent 


him. When he returned it to Mr, Rouquet he ſent him at 
the ſame time a moſt affectionate letter, expreſſing his entire 
approbation of it, and allurmg tum of the continuance of bis 


N 
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vail upon him to remove hence.. He exchanged 


therefore the Vicarage of Weſt-Harptree for the 
Curacy of St. Werburgh's, where he labored 


nearly eight years, till his labors were interrup- 


ted by the illneſs which terminated in his death. 


Nor will his earneſtneſs, his zeal, his honeſt fer- 
vor in the diſcharge of the duties of his facred 


funQion, be ſoon forgotten, by thoſe many Pre: 


| cious ſouls that were, as we have reaſon to be- 
lieve, convinced, converted, : comforted, and 
_ edified under his miniſtry. NR 


It is not eaſy to give a juſt delineation of the 


truly excellent and amiable character of this 
great and good man. In private life, ſurely 


no one could be more amiable than he was. 


1 moſt tender, faithful, and affeQtionate, huſ- 
band, * an indulgent father, A firm, 2 open;heart- ; 
ed, generous friend, The law of kindnels was 
On his lips, fidelity, ſympathy and love 1 in his | 


heart. In public life, it was his meat and drink 
to do the will of God, and lis: his divine, Mar 


| 5 5 ſter, 1 
— 0 Mr. 3 was 3 22, 17 6 10 Miſs Sarah 
Fenwicke, daughter of the late Honorable Edward Fenwicke, 
Eſq; of Charles-Town, South-Cavolina, and ſiſter to the pre- 
ſent Dowager Counteſs of Deloraine, by whom he had iſſue 


| fix children, three of whom ſurvived him, James Ann, James 


and Sarah, Of this amiable and pious Lady he was deprived 


by death, April 28, 1768.——On tke 1gth of March 1779, 
be married Mrs. Mary Cannon, reli& of John Cannon, Eſq; | 
of Greenwich, Kent, with whom he lived in a ſtate of the moſt 
perfect conjugal felicity to the time of his death. 7 


L441 
ſter, he went about doing good. How many 
eyes that ſaw him, wherever he went, bleſſed 
him! How many drooping, diſconſolate hearts 
were made to ſing for joy, by him! His in- 
ceſſant works, his extenſive labors of love will 
not ceaſe to praiſe him, nor will they ſuffer us 


ſoon to forget him. In the private dwellings 
ol the ſick, the poor and the diſtreſſed ; in the 
common priſon where he labored ſo abundantly | 
and ſo difintereſtedly for more than twenty 
years; how often did he appear as a Guardian 
Angel, ſent from heaven to bind up the broken- 
| hearted, and to comfort thoſe that were mourn- 


ing! * In the Hoſpital, both amongſt the old 


* On 155 ſubject, a perſon of 8 integrity and are, writes 
as follows. 


«© My dear friend Mr. Rouquet was favoured wah a very 
ſingular gift of viſiting the ſick. I have often been with him 


on thoſe occaſions, and have been ſtruck with wonder at his 


uncommon and extenſive knowledge of mankind under moſt 


circumſtances of life, particularly in that of affliction; ſo as 


clearly to diſcover the workings of nature and grace: and ſuch 
was his addreſs to the afflicted, that it remarkably engaged their 

attention and drew out their affeQion towards him, Hence he 
became the general viſitor of the ſick throughout this great city. 


The very publicans and harlots ſolicited his viſits in their ſick 


and dying moments; and through grace, he was ever ready to 
help all. I never in this reſpett diſcovered the leaſt backward- 
neſs in him to go on his Maſter's buſineſs. And I make no 


doubt but there are many in Paradiſe praiſing and bleſſing God 


on his account, 
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and diſcaſed, and the orphan young, to whom 
he was infinitely endeared by ten thouſand atts 
of condeſcenſion and love, and whoſe bodies as 
well as ſouls he tenderly regarded; how preci- 


ous is the remembrance of him! As an upright 


citizen, an honeſt, warm, zealous friend of con- 
ſtitutional liberty, and true genuine loyalty ; 
what fincere friend of his King and Country can - 
help regretting him! And how bitter mult the 


loſs of him be to thoſe multitudes that attended 
his public miniſtry, and received inftruQion 
and conſolation from him! To whom he pub- 
liſhed the glad tidings of peace and ſalvation 


through a glorious Redeemer, and proclaimed 


the acceptable year of the Lord! From how 
many different quarters is this ſad lamentation 


heard—T have loſt my beſt friend! I have loſt 


my patron, my benefattor, my father !—His 


ſphere of uſefulneſs was large, and he filled it 


up with diſtinguiſhed honor and reputation. 
God gave him affluence, and it was the joy of 


his heart to do good with it. God gave him 
influence, and he uſed it to excite to love and 


to good works. God gave him a large and ge- 
nerous heart, and with it he embraced all. man- 


kind, eſpecially the houſhold of faith, whatever 
might be their rank in life or diſtinguiſhing de- 
nomination. A more truly noble catholic 


heart, I believe, no man ever poſſeſſed. No 


One 
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one could, I am perſuaded, adopt more ſin- 


cerely or more ardently than he could, the 


| glowing language of the great apoſtle Paul, — 


Grace be with all them that love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt | 
in fincerity ! He had a great ſoul, undaunted 


by the fierceſt oppoſition, and which taught him 


to triumph over the utmoſt efforts of malice, 


in the true ſpirit of the goſpel, with forgiving 


love. He had uncommon vivacity and ſpright- 

livneſs, and he employed it in doing good. He was 

not idle but ever active, unwearied in his Maſter's 
work, He lived not for himſelf but others, he 
ſpent and was ſpent in labors of piety and love, 
and in this city particularly, was for many years 
1 burning and ſhining light. His natural and ac- 
8 quired abilities, and his diſtinguiſhing talents 


were very conſiderable, and he devoted them 


all to God. He was a truly great, an eminent, 
an amiable man. His native Genius, his pecu- 


liar gifts, and above all his piety, and warm be- 


nevolence of heart, conſpired to render him a 
great man indeed. I lov'd and honor'd him 


whilſt living, and I muſt, I cannot but ſpeak 


| honorably of him now he is dead. Yes, though 


never dignified with the enſigns of external 


_ greatneſs, never adorned with a prieſtly mitre, 


or loaded with preferments, he was a truly 
great and good man: and as ſuch, I have no doubt, 
he will be honored of his God and Savior in 


that 
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chat day, when—Bekold there are IRST which 
fhall be LAs r; and LAST which ſhall be FIRST. 
But ah! here's the grief—he is dead! his 


cold remains are depoſited in the darkſome 
tomb. His ſprightly eye is cloſed, his chearful 


countenance is changed, his friendly hand is 
no more ſtretched out, his nimble feet no more 
carry him to the houſe of Cod, nor to the 
houſes of the poor where he was ſo often the 
ſon of conſolation. The places that once knew 


him in the family, in the Church, and in the 


world, ſhall know him no more for ever. He 
is fallen!—fallen in the midſt of his days, in 


the meridian of his .uſefulneſs, and at a time 
when ſuch upright, honeſt, warm, zealous, 


faithful men of God, are ſo much needed, but 
| fo rarely found. He is gone! Gone for ever, 


from theſe realms of uncertainty and woe, and 
in this world we ſhall ſee his face, we ſhall hear 


his voice, we ſhall converſe with him no more. 

Awful, affecting providence What uſe ſhould 
we make of it; what leſſons of inſt ruction 
ſhould we learn from it? An event of ſuch a 
nature ſhould not paſs unnoticed, unimproved. : 
Know ye not, ſays the King, that there i is this " a 


great man Join 1 in oe! 9 


II. * us a then what improvement 
we ought to make of ſo afflictive an event. And 


E 


in the 1ſt. place. Should not the fall of great 


and good men, lead us to enquire wherefore 
the Lord is pleaſed thus to contend with us? 
The fall of ſuch men is not a judgment to 
| themſelves, but unto us. Mark the perfect man, 


and behold the upright, for the end of that man is 
PP PEAct! Such was the end of our deceaſed 
friend. For though his diforder was of ſuch a 

nature as not to admit of many lucid intervals, 
yet, blefled be God, enough abundantly to con- 


vince us of the goodnels of his God and Savior 
to him in his dying moments. The evening 


before his ſpeech faultered he employed three 
or four hours in fervent prayer and wreſtling 


with God, when he expreſſed his willingneſs to 


die, and was heard very diſtinétly and repeat- 
edly to pray for his enemies, like his bleſſed 
Maſter, whoſe dying prayer was, Father Forgive 

them, for they know not what they do! He then fell 
| Into a ſlumber, and at intervals ſpoke for ſome 


minutes from theſe words—* Within the veil, 


- whither the forerunner, even Jeſus is for us entered.“ 
Being aſked by a particular friend, a few hours 


before his ſpeech-left him, how it was with his 


ſoul under his heavy affliction of body; he laid 
his hand upon his breaſt and ſaid, as well as he 
could ſpeak ©* Peace Peace. To a dear 


friend who was much with him he ſaid, that the 


Lord was very precious to him. Upon another 


D En occaſion, 
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occaſion, not long before his departure, being 
deſired by a friend, if he found himſelf perfectly 


calm and happy, to lift up his hand, he imme- 


diately lifted it up. And when he came ſtill 

nearer his end, and but juſt before he breath d 
| his laſt, awaking as it were out of ſleep, and 
recovering all his ſenſes and the power of 


ſpeech at the ſame time, he was enabled in the 


full view of inſtant death and eternity to rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God, crying out with 
holy fervor, ** 7 want to go home, 1 want to go 


home, I want to go home.” Upon which his prayer 


was inſtantly anſwered, and without a ſtruglge 
ora an, he N ſlept 1 in | arch 


mM 0 2 Elijati's Carr! ! the prophet cry d, 
Jehovah heard has voice, and lo! he ofa. . 


Yes, my 8 him, to "FM was Chriſt, 


and to die was gain. Abſent from the body, 
be is preſent with the Lord. He reſts from 


his labors and his works do follow him. He is 


gone far beyond the poiſonous breath of envy 
and malice, nor ſhall the venom'd tongue of 
| Nander reach him more. He's gone to the joy 
of his Lord, to the General Aſſembly and 
Church of the firſt-born, to the ſpirits of the 


Juſt made perfect, and to Jeſus his beloved 
Sayiar to behold and partake of his glory. 


 Methinks 


1 
Methinks I hear him ſay, from amidſt the bright 
angelic throng to which he is admitted, Weep 
nol for me, but weep for yourjelves and your children.” 


Ah! we have cauſe to weep indeed. The 
: righteous periſheth, ſays the prophet, Ja. lvii. 1. 
and no man layeth it to heart; and merciful men are 

taken away, none confidering that the righteous is 
talen away from the evil to come. He ſhall enter 


into peace. Yes, He ſhall enter into peace, but 


what ſhall become of us? Are the righteous, 
the merciful taken away, and ſhall we not lay 
it to heart? Shall we not conſider, that they 
are taken from the evil to come, and that when 
ſuch are removed, the truly great and good, 


there is reaſon to apprehend an impending 


ſtorm. Know ye not, I would ſay then, to my 
countrymen, my fellow-citizens and friends; 
know ye not that a great man is fallen this day | 
in our Britiſh Tſrael? A man that was an exam- 

= ple to the rich, a patron to the poor, an orna- 
ment to his profeſſion, truly great and truly 
good! And is not the fall of ſuch a man, a token 


of the divine diſpleaſure ? Is he not taken away 


from the evil to come, taken away in mercy to 


Himſelf, but in judgment to thoſe who are left 


behind, who knew not how ts value him 


- whilſt they had him, and were not worthy of 
33 


2. Know ye not chat a great man is fallen, and | 
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that great men muſt fall therefore | as well; as 
others? 


Ib is appointed for - once 10 FIR 7 10 wages of 


fi n 1s death, "FAC. high. and the low, the rich 


and the poor, the great andithe ſmall, the paſtor 


and | his flock, muſt all die. In chis war there 


is no diſebarge. Let none then think them- 
ſelves ſecure from the arrows of death. Death 


viſits the royal Palace, equally with the moſt 
| ragged cottage. Let thoſe in the higher as 
well as thoſe that are in the loyer ranks of life, 
remember therefore, that they muſt die. 
Though they ſhould be exalted as gods, they 
muſt die like men. Should we not all then be 


ready to ſay, muſt work the works of him that 


ſent 1 me into the world whi Ie it is called lo- day; ; the 


night cometh in winch no man can work ? So teach 
u 70 number. our days, as to apply our hearts unto 


wiſdom ! Muſt we all fall, muſt we all die? 


_ Bleſſed i is that ſervant whom, his Lord when he cometh 
fall find fo doing as he would have him ! Shall 


find diligent in buſt ines, as our dear deceaſed | 
-gnd was, fervent i in ſhirit, ſerving the Lord! _ 


. Know ye not that a great man is fallen, and 


| that we ſhould learn therefore to make this 
our ſupreme conſolation, that God ever lives? 


He never dies. From everlaſting to ever- 
laſting he is the ſame. Creatures the greateſt 
and the beſt, are but creatures, and muſt die ; 


but God ever lives. Their God who are al- 


ready 


1 9 
teady gone to glory, and our God who are ſtill 
ſighing in the wilderneſs. That God who raiſed 
up thoſe that have been the moſt eminent and 
illuſtrious, and is ſtill able to raiſe up others of a 
ſimilar or ſuperior character: that God, that 
gracious reconciled God in Chriſt who giveth 5 
grace and more grace, gave to thoſe that are 


gone, all their grace and all their giſts, and is 


able to give the ſame to thoſe that are left be- 
hind: this God ever lives. I know not of any 
conſideration ſo ſupporting and reviving as this, 
when we are called to lament the death of the 
great and good. Truſt ye then in the Lord for 
ever, for in the Lord Fehovah is everlaſting firength 1. 
Commit your way to him, let him be your 
pilot and guide, and be not afraid ! Be ye fol- 
lowers of that eminent and amiable man of 
God whoſe fall we bave been now deploring, 
and who together with all thoſe that died in the 
Lord before him, is gone to inherit the pro- 
miſes! He ſhall no more come to us, but we, 


my fellow Chriſtians, ſhall goto him, and ſpend 


a bliſsful eternity with him, in the wen of - os 


his Savior and our Savior, his Father and our 
F ather, his God and our God! 
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The following H Y MN 8 were ſung at | his 


FUNERAL, 


1. 
 CERVANT of CRRIST, adieu! 
Thy Conflicts here are paſt, 
Thy Lo Rp hath brought thee through, 
And giv'n the Crown at laſts 
Rejoice to wear the glorious Prize, 
Rejoice with Gop in Paradiſe, 


II. 


No longer now conſtrain'd, 
Wich ſinful Men to dwell, 
| To ſee their Evils pain'd 
Their Wickedneſs to feel: 


Ac and Saints thy Comrades are, 


And all adore the SAVIOUR there. 
mn 


Thou canſt not there bemoan 
Thy Friends or Country's Lofs, 
Nor through Oppreſlion groan, 
Or faint beneath the Croſs: 
The Joy bath ſwallow'd up the Pain, 
And Death is thy Eternal Gain. 


IV; 
Thou out of great Diſtreſs 
To thy Reward art paſt, 
Triumphant Happineſs, 
And Joys that always laſt ; 
Thanks be to Gop who ſet thee free 
And gave thee final Victory. 


V. 


Thy Viaory we ſhare, : 
Thy glorious Joy we feel, 
Parted in Fleſh we are 
But join'd in Spirit ſtill: 
Me ſoon ſhall meet thee ae the Throne 
And all our kindred Souls be one. 


I. 
A LL watts lt Love 


To the FATHER above, 
Whoh hath taken our Brother his Glory to prove. = 


1 
. 
Wbo in Pity and Grace 
HFath ſhortned his Race, 
And caught up a Saint to the Sight of his Face. 
17 8 
UI. 
Our Friend is at Reſt 
In a Paradiſe bleſt, DE 
Where Sorrow, and Satan can never 1 Wilen. 
1 Hallelujah. 
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He hath ook off his Clay, - 
He is walted away; 
And Es d to the Regions of ' permanent Dey. 


Ladllujal. 


Thiice 3 remove 3 y 1 
To a Country r ISS. 
Where all are employ dz in the Triumph of Love! 


. „ 


We thithefward tend, 
We too ſhall aſcend, e 950 


3 


5 And. join him in Praiſes 4 never rl end; 


No e hy ont 

Shall ſully our Joy, - COTE 
| Whileour Harps In, Immanuel "sPraiſer we phy: 
5 LI _ Hoey, 
VIII. 


Not a . String 
Shall be heard while we ſing 
W 5 e Chorus of menen Saviout and King. 


ONT ONES £10 eee  Halllnjah. | 
: Fore Is C 1 IX. 
WER then let us he, e 
Till rais'd to the Sky, 5 
And with all the redeem'd dale, we 0% 


Thence we ne'er tall remove, 


1 Raptur improve, 
t e rue) to the Fives of his Loves 
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